GUEST OPINION: The Buck Stops
With Us

By Rick Blythe
Correspondent

Editor’s Note: April 25 is (Cooperative Program Sunday across
the Southern Baptist Convention.

JESUS CHRIST said, “Go into all the world and preach the
gospel to all creation” (Mark 16:15 NASB). The Lord Jesus
charged His followers with the task of sharing the Good News
about Christ with the communities, cities, countries, and
continents of the world.

It is CRITICAL for every believer and every church to do their
part in obedience to Christ and accept the responsibility to
reach this generation with the Gospel. This includes giving to
missions.

Every year, pastors along with church budget and finance teams
have to make hard decisions when formulating the church budget
for the upcoming church year. What is a church to do when
money 1is tight? Where can they cut back and bring the budget
in line with anticipated revenue? Sometimes the first place
they consider reducing is the percentage given through the
COOPERATIVE PROGRAM. This should be the last option and not
the first option, because the COOPERATIVE PROGRAM is the
unified plan through which cooperating churches give a
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percentage of undesignated receipts 1in support of their
respective state convention and Southern Baptist Convention
(SBC) missions and ministries.

When considering reducing missions giving, think about the
3,619 missionaries the COOPERATIVE PROGRAM supports across the
globe. Consider the 3,056 unengaged, unreached people groups
in the world and the need to take the Gospel to them so they
can hear the Good News of Jesus.

I hope you agree that we should be doing more and giving more
in order to reach more.

6 COOPERATIVE
PROGRAM

Many mission enterprises are worthy of support but none are as
COMPREHENSIVE as the COOPERATIVE PROGRAM. The worldwide impact
of the COOPERATIVE PROGRAM is nothing short of astounding.
Every day bad news floods television and radio, but imagine
how bad things would be if there had been no COOPERATIVE
PROGRAM.

On both the international and national scene, people are
coming to faith in Christ, children who find themselves
without a home are housed and fed, families are restored, and
the sick are being cared for.

Ministry opportunities abound for students on Mississippi
Baptist colleges and university campuses, as well as Southern
Baptist seminaries across the country. Inmates in our own
state are able to hear a Gospel witness and many are coming to
faith in Christ.

Future pastors, missionaries, and church leaders are receiving
Biblical and theological education and training at those
colleges, universities, and seminaries. New churches have



risen across the landscape. Revitalization of churches 1is
occurring, and the excitement of realizing they can reach
their community fills believers with hope for the future.

Dying churches have risen like the phoenix from the ashes to
emerge stronger than before, and once again they can feel the
breath of the Spirit of God in their midst. The COOPERATIVE
PROGRAM makes all these good things possible.

The simple fact that the sun never sets on the COOPERATIVE
PROGRAM should cause every Southern Baptist to praise the LORD
for revealing to our Baptist ancestors this strategy of
fulfilling the Great Commission found in Matt. 28:18-20.

When U.S. President Franklin Roosevelt died in office in 1945,
Vice-President Harry Truman became our nation’s 33rd
president. Truman kept a sign on his desk in the Oval Office
that said, “The buck stops here.” He understood the President
of the United States has to make hard decisions and must
accept ultimate responsibility for those decisions.

The COOPERATIVE PROGRAM remains the best way to stretch every
church’s missional buck to help fulfill the Great Commission
found in Matt. 28:18-20. If we do not give and go to reach our
generation, who will?

It is our time to shoulder the responsibility of taking the
Gospel to the lost. Let us say, THE BUCK STOPS HERE and not
PASS THE BUCK!

For more information on the Mississippi Cooperative Program
and to download promotional resources,
visit https://www.mbcb.org/what-is-cp/cp-resources/. E-
mail: 1lleavell@mbcb.org. Telephone: (601) 292-3347.

For more information on the Southern Baptist Convention
Cooperative Program,
visit https://www.sbc.net/missions/the-cooperative-program/.
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Blythe is director of the Stewardship/Prayer Ministry
Department at the Mississippi Baptist Convention Board. He may
be contacted at rblythe@mbcb.org.

T0P 25 GIFTS

T0 THE COOPERATIVE PROGRAM BY REGION

AT LARGE

REGION 1

REGION 2

CHURCH [ASSOCIATION CHURCH [ASSOCIATION GIFTS | CHURCH /ASSOCIATION o]
HARVEST CHURCHAT LARGE §1388100 | EMMANUEL CHURCH/NORTH CENTRAL $173,27588 | HARRISBURG CHURCH/LEE 5437 300,00
THE WY CHURCH/AT LARGE 512,900.24 NORTH GREENWOOD CHURCH/MID-DELTA 513692569 | FAMVIEW CHURCH/GOLDEN TRIANGLE 359,625.06
REDEMPTION CHURCH/AT LARGE $8.460.06 FIRST CHURCH (LE\!’ELIH}‘MID—IX_L £129,048.97 FIRST CHLIICHSHRWILLEJGDLDENTNNNGLE 061471

REDEEMER CHURCH/AT LARGE 5640000 | FIRST CHURCHWI $117,13693 52085,0521
Mcnt\'nlLLcchm\nAncE 45,857 62 FIRST CHURCH c.ﬁEENmLoNlD-DELTa $116,623.01 krmncmncmoumm.mv:m 24302617
cmmm 5568789 | FIRST CHURCH GRENADA/NORTH CENTRAL Y FIRST cnmcuamsmumm 522605637
ch‘rmc{ 3 muuns'rcuuncummn:m 5439165 | FIRST BAFTIST CORNTH/ALCORN 521543423

Rl PANCLA MISION BALTISTAJAT LARGE 5246035 | CARROLLTON CHURCH/CAR 52, LONGNIEW POINT rHUm:H.n: YENDEIJ MSSIEN 637,
rmm(rcnuar_mnuac.( 2.095.35 rn:msupmmcumrncmrm 51,525.23 FIRST CHURCH OXFORDYCOLI 6836
IGLESIA INTERMACIONAL LAS AMERIC AS/AT LARGE $1,95053 VAIDEN CHURCH/CARI 546,909.36 D! HILLS CHURCH/X. T[NIXDMISSION 19712371
Gll E COMMUNITY CHURCH/AT LARGE $1,850.00 fIRST{HUﬂfH WﬂTERU.lJ.ll'\‘J‘(lLWLﬁHI\ 48,000 FIRST CHUMICH COLUMBLIS/GOLDEN TRIANGLE 175,348 78
FOREST/AT LARGE B04.51 FIRST INDIANOLA! 542,253, WEST HEIGHTS CHURCH/PONTOTOC 17712279
JESUS |5 m REFUGE CHURCH/AT LARGE 51,596.01 aEmsmacHuﬂcmmmmmz 3241237 | FIRST CHURCH TUPELOLEE 159,71 166
SOUL CITY CHURCHIA uncz 5137837 | FIRST CHUACH BELZONUMUMPHREYS ILASIT4 | FIRST CHURCH AMORY/MONROE 15899672
THE GATHERING/AT LARGE 5136968 | CORNERSTONE CHURCH/WASHINGTON 31,8050 FIRST CHURCH NEW ALBANY/UNION 138,169.59

LEGACY CHURCH/AT LARGE 31, EASTSIDE CHURCH/HUMPHREYS 3108377 | FIRST CHURCH SENATORIA/K- I(NDEDMlssloN 093,
EVERGREEN KOREAN CHURCH/AT LARGE §1,200.00 FIRST CHURCH GREENWOOO/MID-DELTA 30,644.74 LABELLE HAVEN CHURCH/X-TENDED MISSION 123,137.08
CHRIST COMMUNITY CHURCH/AT LARGE 120000 | CLARKSDALE CHURCH/NORTH DELTA 2903468 | MEADOWOOD CHURCHY MONROE 116,268 93

CROSSPOINTE COMMUNITY CHURCH/AT LARGE 31,000.00 KILMICHAEL CHURCH/MONTGOMERY 17 946,57 FIRST (HIJRCH FCNTO'FDCWON'I'OTOC 114,999 ¢
cava!'cHuﬁcH.rnLMG{ 51,000.00 IMMANUEL CHURCH/MID-DELTA 27,745.38 108,155 08
885,00 CHURCH/MID-DELTA 22,00740 Fmsr r.Huncu mPLEwa!umn-nmu 10778477
|c{cs|A wns‘rzﬂosszDmmnwc{ SBEA.05 FIRST CHUACH CHARLESTONNORTH CENTRAL 2140879 | WHE! IOVE CHURCH/ALCORN 10587156
HATTIESBURG KOREAN CHURCH/AT LARGE 5600.00 FIRST(HLmLH LAMEBERT/NORTH DELTA 20,765.65 chcl!st :Hmcwuuuou a 59853410
PROVIDEMCE CHURCH/AT LARGE 560000 NE CHURCH/MID-DELTA 2021537 | FIRST CHURCH WEST POSNT/GOLDEN TRIANGLE 50436067
CROSSLIFE CHURCH/AT LARGE $54271 EASTWOOD CHURCH MID DELTA 1850809 | WEST JACKSON STREET CHURCH/LEE 7T ACO0

REGIOM REGION R E 5

CHURCH IASSOCIATION CHURCH [ASS0C] CPGIFTS | CHURCH /ASSOCIATION P GIFTS
FIRST CHURCH ANCKSON/ME TR nns!cwwcutosclus:omﬂm.n 516596013 | FIRST CHURCH SUMMIT/PIKE 29468047
!lnsrchun{huanlsoﬂm\nm FIRST CHURCH MERIDIAN/L. 3560502 | FIRST CHURCH LAUREL/ONES 5278.318.20

HEIGHTS CHURCH/METRO POPLAR SPRINGS DRIVE cnumLauD:maLE 513426194 | TEMPLE CHURCH/PINE BELT 5 Y
Mmomkcmknm&mo FIRST CHURCH PHILADELPHIA/NESHOS A §127450.26 FIRST CHURCH COLUMBLA/MARION 185,530.53
FIRST CHURCH BRANDON/RANKIN FIRST CHUmCHi:Ul.LINSM'leMJD(ﬂmLE $105111.79 PETAL-HARVEY CHURCH/PINE BELT 17261300
FIRST CHURCH BROCKHAVEN/LINCOLN FIRST CHURCH NEWTON/NEW 10359690 | FIRST CHURCH PICAYUNE/PEARL RIVER 169,197.26
FIRST CHURCH CLINTON/METRO! CLARKE VENABLE CHUR{NJNEW‘[ON $96531.86 | CARTERVILLE CHURCH/PINE BELT 145,643.06
HIRANKIN MlDw.n\chuwcHﬂMJmD LE 200,12 ST C GU /GULF COAST 120.165.53
FIRST CHURCH FANNIN/RANKIN CHURCH QUITMAN/CLARKE 58556615 | BUNKER HILL CHURCH/MARION 112429.65
Fnsrcuumchuﬂ(usz.mus Noumcn(n(umcmtmsnm! £84.410.25 | FIRST CHURCH ELLISVILLE/JONES 49932572
CHURCH/RANKIN ST C LOUSVILLEWINSTON 48075101 | FIRST CHUI LONGULF COAST 59554287
om' RIDGE cuumcnm.mmu mc-numn HURCH/LAUDERDALE 57682786 | FIRST CHURCH WAYNESBORO/WAYNE 38991396
FIRST CHURCH FLORAMETRO FOREST CHURCH/ISCOTT £7105942 | FIRST CHURCH SUMRALL/LAMAR 584,709,490
FIRST CHURCH VICKSBLY HICKORY CHURCH/NEWTON 55697160 | FIRST CHURCH LONG BEACH/GULF COAST 58352131
PARKWAY CHURCH/METRO ap\r SPHINGS cHuncwmsvu 555.250.04 mcEDoNl.-\ CHURCH/PINE BELT STRE9T00
FIRST CHURCH MAGEE/SIMPSON FIRST C ss:nlul MARKET CHURCH/GULF COAST $77,382.05
FIRST CHURCH MENDENHALL/SIMPSON nu&stLLcNuﬁcH.rL.nuDERME 5523)& wan:cuuﬂcu.rucnsw 57685191
FIRST CHURCH RAYMOND/METRO CHURCH/LAUDERDALE INDIAN SPRINGS CHURCH/JONES 476,380.24
FIRST CHURCH FLORENCE/RANKIN NEwnoﬁEcnun{.nnauﬂEmE sm.sm.ss fIRST(HuN(H PASCAGOULASJACKSON 576,373.40
CHURCH/RANKIN ENTERPRISE CHURCH/CLAI $47,208.93 FIRST CHURCH PETAL/PINE BELT 568,895.79

FIRST CHURCH RICHLAND RANKIN mulmsvnt( cnuﬁﬂ:mnmn 580994 msrmum:nms.'numms! 547

COLOMIAL HEIGHTS CHURCH/METRO! 5T CHURCH L 53001149 T MCCOMB CHURCH, $66,656.57
BRIARA HILL CHURCH/RANKIN cAsT mlLaDELPmacchH.rNESHJGA $33,76707 ﬂosELaNDPARt cHuncH.vPEaRLnlvzn 565,703 38

MCLAURIN HEIGHTS CHURCH/RANKIN MERIDIAN/LAUDERDALE 53280715 | FIRST CHURCH LUCEDALE/GEORGE-GREENE 2,988,
PARK PLACE CHURCH/RANKIN §78,264.35 Nom.\'r:n ckunmmns‘rou $3275351 | JOURNEY CHURCHIONES 62617.10
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