IN THE MARGINS: What happens
when you fail?

By Tony Martin
Editor

We’'ve all been there. That sinking feeling in your stomach
when you realize you'’ve messed up — again. Maybe it was a
moment of weakness, a lapse in judgment, or a choice you knew
was wrong but made anyway. The weight of failure can feel
overwhelming, but what if failure isn’t the end of the story?
What if, instead of being a verdict on our worth, failure 1is
actually feedback?

Spiritually, failure isn’t about final condemnation; it’s an
opportunity for course correction. When we fall short, God
doesn’t abandon us. He doesn’t shake His head 1in
disappointment and walk away. Instead, He uses our failures to
teach us, equip us, and remind us of the grace that never runs
out. While God never condones sin, He always offers redemption
— and He provides us with tools to grow so that we don’t keep
making the same mistakes.

A Story of Failure and Redemption
Let’s consider a hypothetical story.

Daniel is a devoted Christian. He serves at church, prays
daily, and genuinely wants to honor God. But he has a struggle
— one he’s battled for years. It started small but has grown
into a pattern: dishonesty. Whether it’s bending the truth to
avoid conflict, exaggerating his achievements, or omitting
facts to make himself look better, lying has become second
nature.

One day, Daniel is confronted at work. His boss asks about a
report he was supposed to complete. In the heat of the moment,
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Daniel lies — he says he finished it and sent it, blaming an
email glitch for its disappearance. But his boss checks and
finds out the truth. The embarrassment is immediate. The guilt
is worse. Daniel feels like a failure — not just at work but
in his faith.

That night, he wrestles with shame. “I'm a fraud,” he tells
himself. “How can I call myself a Christian when I can’t even
be honest?” He avoids praying because he doesn’t think God
wants to hear from him.

But that’s where Daniel is wrong.
God’s Response to Our Failures

God never ignores sin, but He also never ignores His children.
When we fail, He doesn’t cast us aside — He calls us closer.

Daniel eventually breaks down and prays. He confesses his
failure and asks for forgiveness. And just like that, grace
meets him where he is.

1 John 1:9 (ESV) says, “If we confess our sins, he is faithful
and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all

unrighteousness.” That’s exactly what happens. Daniel 1is
forgiven — not because he deserves it, but because God 1is
good.

But God doesn’t just forgive — He equips.

Through his failure, Daniel gains clarity. He realizes his
dishonesty stems from fear — fear of failure, fear of
disappointing others, fear of not measuring up. God reveals
that his real struggle isn’t just lying; it’s trusting in
himself instead of trusting in God.

So God leads him to truth.

= Accountability: Daniel reaches out to a mentor and



confesses his struggle, asking for prayer and
accountability.

= Awareness: He begins memorizing Scripture about honesty
and integrity, letting God’'s Word reshape his thinking.

- Action: He goes to his boss, admits his lie, and takes
full responsibility. It’'s uncomfortable, but it’s
necessary. And surprisingly, his boss respects his
honesty.

Daniel’s failure wasn’t just a moment of shame — it was a
turning point.

The Purpose of Failure
Failure isn’t the enemy. Staying in failure is.

When we fail, we have two choices:

1. Let failure define us. Stay in guilt, isolate ourselves
from God, and believe the lie that we’re beyond help.

2. Let failure refine us. Own our mistakes, seek God’s
forgiveness, and learn from the experience so we don’t
keep making the same choices.

James 1:2-4 (ESV) reminds us, “Count it all joy, my brothers,
when you meet trials of various kinds, for you know that the
testing of your faith produces steadfastness. And let
steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be perfect
and complete, lacking in nothing.”

OQur failures, when surrendered to God, become the very tools
He uses to make us stronger.



How God Equips Us to Persevere

God doesn’t just forgive us and send us back into the battle
unarmed. He provides what we need to fight temptation and walk
in victory:

1. His Word: The Bible is our guide. When Jesus was tempted
in the wilderness, He fought back with Scripture
(Matthew 4:1-11). We can do the same.

2. The Holy Spirit: We don’'t overcome sin by sheer
willpower. God has given us His Spirit to convict,
guide, and strengthen us.

3. Community: We weren’t meant to fight alone. Finding
Christian friends or mentors to walk with us makes a
huge difference.

4. A New Mindset: Failure isn’t final. When we fall, we
don’t have to stay down. Instead, we repent, receive
grace, and move forward.

Keep Going

If you've failed, you’re not alone. We all stumble. The good
news is, failure is not the end. It’s just feedback — a chance
to learn, to grow, and to trust God more deeply.

So don’t let failure make you quit. Let it shape you into
someone who perseveres, someone who leans on God more than
ever before. Because in the hands of our loving Father, even
our worst failures can become stepping stones to something
greater.



