
SIMPLE  TRUTH:  Missional
optimism
By Shawn Parker
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We began on Tuesday with a celebration of over 80 missionaries
being sent by Southern Baptists through the IMB to points
around the world. As always, this was a highlight of the
meeting, and it served as a sterling reminder that this is the
work  we  cooperate  to  accomplish.  Thankfully,  Mississippi
Baptists were represented among those missionaries, and I want
to encourage you to be praying for them as they go.

Another  highlight  of  the  meeting  was  the  gathering  of
Mississippians and friends for our Mississippi Reception on
Monday evening. We had around 300 people join us for the
fellowship, and the spirit of joy was palpable in the room.
There’s nothing like being in a relatively strange place and
seeing family, and that’s exactly what the evening entailed.



Dr. Parker (right) visits with Mississippi Baptists during
the Mississipi Baptist Fellowship at the Southern Baptist
Convention in Indianapolis on June 10. (Photo credit: Tanner
Cade)

As
fo
r
th
e
bu
si
ne
ss
,
me
ss
en
ge
rs
de
al
t
wi
th
th
e
hi
gh
ly
de
ba
te
d
La
w
Am
en
dm
en
t
an



d
ev
en
tu
al
ly
de
ci
de
d
no
t
to
ad
d
th
e
am
en
de
d
st
at
em
en
t
to
ou
r
Co
ns
ti
tu
ti
on
.
Th



ou
gh
so
me
ha
ve
su
gg
es
te
d
th
is
im
pl
ie
s
th
at
So
ut
he
rn
Ba
pt
is
ts
ha
ve
op
en
ed
th
e
do
or
to



fe
ma
le
pa
st
or
s,
I
wo
ul
d
ar
gu
e
th
at
is
n’
t
th
e
tr
ut
h.
Th
e
cu
rr
en
t
ed
it
io
n
of
th
e



Ba
pt
is
t
Fa
it
h
an
d
Me
ss
ag
e
of
fe
rs
a
ro
bu
st
st
at
em
en
t
af
fi
rm
in
g
th
e
bi
bl
ic
al
st



an
da
rd
s
re
ga
rd
in
g
pa
st
or
al
le
ad
er
sh
ip
.
Fu
rt
he
rm
or
e,
me
ss
en
ge
rs
de
mo
ns
tr
at
ed
th



e
co
ur
ag
e
to
ad
dr
es
s
th
is
is
su
e
by
de
em
in
g
a
Vi
rg
in
ia
ch
ur
ch
no
t
in
fr
ie
nd
ly
co
op



er
at
io
n
be
ca
us
e
of
th
ei
r
pr
ac
ti
ce
re
la
te
d
to
fe
ma
le
pa
st
or
al
le
ad
er
sh
ip
. 

In  addition,  we  passed  a  healthy  measure  of  resolutions
addressing a variety of topics. The one resolution that has



garnered  the  most  attention  is  focused  on  In  Vetro
Fertilization.  Once  again,  some  have  misunderstood  this
resolution to be a condemnation of IVF, but a close reading of
the statement clearly indicates that it is simply a caution
about the use of the practice to insure consistency with our
belief  in  the  sanctity  of  human  life.  It’s  difficult  to
reconcile  the  destruction  of  fertilized  embryos  with  our
belief that life begins at conception. I suspect this issue
will  be  further  discussed  in  the  days  ahead,  but  this
resolution  is  a  starting  point  for  Southern  Baptists  and
hopefully the larger culture.

Several have asked whether this convention was good or not.
I’ve said it was a good meeting, and I’ll offer my reason for
this conclusion. I think most people left satisfied with a
good bit of what happened, but I doubt that anybody left
completely  satisfied.  When  10,000  people  are  involved  in
making decisions, this is a very understandable and acceptable
result. When the stakes are high (and they are for those of us
trying to reach the world), emotions will be strong. We may
not agree on every detail, but we can all find a healthy
measure  of  satisfaction  that  provides  a  platform  for
cooperation.  

All this to say, I’m still thankful for the cooperative work
we do, and I’m optimistic that the days ahead are bright for
the mission we pursue!

Parker  is  executive  director-treasurer  of  the  Mississippi
Baptist  Convention  Board.  He  may  be  contacted  at
simpletruth@mbcb.org.
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